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Ascendancy of American Liberalism 
LESLIE W. DUNBAR 
OCTOBER 19, 21, 26, 28, and NOVEMBER 2, 1965 
4:15 p.m. 
RACKHAM AMPHITHEATER ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
~lte William W. euok £ect11res 
(!JI 
American l nstit11tions 
WILLIAM WILSON COOK, twice a graduate of The University of Michigan, 
A.B., 1880; LL.B., 1882, and until his death in 1930 a distinguished 
member of the New York bar, was exceedingly generous to his Alma 
Mater. He built the William W. Cook Law Quadrangle, dedicated to legal 
education and research. He gave the University the Martha Cook Build-
ing-a residence hall for women. Mr. Cook had many interests outside 
his profession but none was more intense than his devotion to American 
institutions. Indeed, so earnest was his belief in the value of those insti-
tutions that in 1927 he wrote and published a two-volume work entitled 
"American Institutions and Their Preservation." Motivated by the desire 
that his Alma Mater should make a major contribution to study, teaching, 
and dissemination of sound precepts concerning the American way of 
life, Mr. Cook established at the University the William W. Cook Foun-
dation for lectures on American Institutions, handsomely endowed to 
achieve the ends he had in view. 
DR. LESLIE W. DUNBAR, the fifteenth lecturer to appear under the auspices 
of the Cook lectureship, has recently been named Director of the Field 
Foundation after completing seven years of service with the Southern 
Regional Council, of Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Dunbar is a native of West 
Virginia, and took his Ph.D. in Political Science at Cornell University. 
He has served on the faculties of Emory University, Mt. Holyoke College, 
Cornell University, and Smith College. His teaching was interspersed with 
employment with the Community Affairs Branch of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, 1951-54, and a Guggenheim Research Fellowship 1954-55. 
He became Director of Research for the Southern Regional Council in 
1958, and was named Executive Director in 1961. In these capacities he 
has engaged in and supervised research on the status of school desegre-
gation, the movement for Negro suffrage, the freedom rides, the sit-in 
movement, and related activities arising from the civil rights campaign. 
Dr. Dunbar is a keen observer of contemporary political movements. 
He has published articles in the Virginia Law Review, the University of 
Pittsburgh Law Review, Current History, Phylon, Emory University Quar-
terly, and Virginia Quarterly Review. He brings to his subject a wealth 
of information and a perceptive view of the future as liberal reforms 
ramify throughout American democracy. 
ASCENDANCY OF AMERICAN LIBERALISM 
DR. LESLIE W. DUNBAR 
LECTURE I-OCTOBER 19 
The Republic Accepts the Constitution 
An overview of the campaign to incorporate civil rights into American 
society. Orderly institutional change, 1941-54. Rebellion, 1954-60. 
Rebell ion overcome, 1960-
LECTURE II-OCTOBER 21 
Second Reconstruction 
The enduring Confederacy. Its demise through economic change and 
Negro power. Reapportionment. Future of southern regionalism and 
identity. Three themes of American history. 
LECTURE Ill-OCTOBER 26 
Federal Policies 
Election of 1948. Non-recognition of the rebellion. The Kennedy adminis-
tration: executive action, southern strategy of the Justice Department. 
Acts of 1964 and 1965. The trial of the courts. Continuing demands on 
the federal government. 
LECTURE IV-OCTOBER 28 
The Liberal Temper 
Its strengths and crudities. Issues of ideology. Responsibilities of rule. 
LECTURE V-NOVEMBER 2 
Public Policy and the Art of Peace-Making 
Completion of an era . By releasing the Negro from discrimination we 
disturb the foundations of our old society. Issues for public policy. The 
adaptability of federalism. 
PREVIOUS WILLIAM W. COOK LECTURES 
1944-1945 
FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY IN THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 
Professor Carl Lotus Baker, Cornell Univenity 
1945-1946 
TOTAL WAR AND THE CONSTITUTION 
Professor Edward Samuel Corwin, Princeton University 
1946-1947 
ALTERNATIVE TO SERFDOM 
Professor John Maurice Clark, Columbia University 
1947-1948 
MEN AND MEASURES IN THE LAW 
Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt, Supreme Court of New Jersey 
1948-1949 
CHARACTERISTICALLY AMERICAN 
Professor Ralph Barton Perry, Harvard University 
1950-1951 
DEMOCRACY AND THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE 
Robert Morrison Maciver, Columbia University 
1952-1953 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
Professor Howard Mumford Jones, Harvard Univenity 
1954-1955 
THE POLITICS OF INDUSTRY 
Walton Hamilton, of Washington, D.C., Bar, formerly 
Professor of Law, Yale University 
1957-1958 
PLANNING FOR FREEDOM: 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 
Eugene V. Rostow, Dean of Yale University School of Law 
1960-1961 
THE METRO POLIT AN PROBLEM AND 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IDEAS 
Luther Gulick, President, Institute of Public Administration, New York 
1961-1962 
THE SUPREME COURT: PALLADIUM OF FREEDOM 
Alpheus Thomas Mason, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Princeton University 
1962-1963 
THE AMERICAN ECONOMIC REPUBLIC 
Adolf A. Berle, Professor of Law, Columbia University 
1963-1964 
THE UNIVERSITY AND MEDICINE 
Dr. Lester J. Evans 
1964-1965 
TWO AGRICULTURES AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Theodore W. Schultz, Professor of Economics, University of Chicago 
COMMITTEE IN CHARGE OF 
THE WILLIAM W. COOK LECTURES ON AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 
Professor Charles H. Sawyer 
Professor William W. Bishop, Jr. 
Professor Alfred F. Conard 
Dean William Haber 
Professor Samuel J . Eldersveld 
Dean Allan F. Smith, Chairman 
